
InterFaith Initiative of  Santa Barbara County 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

“Hunger in a Harvest of  Plenty: An Interfaith Response” 

Location:  B’nai B’rith, 1000 San Antonio Creek Rd., Santa Barbara 
Time:  6:00 pm – 8:30 pm (Doors open at 5:30 pm) 
Cost:  $25 general admission; $15 students 
Food:  Vegetarian soup, salad, bread, desert 
Contact:  Audrey Okaneko, audrey@cbbsb.org, 805 964-7869. 
Registration:  www.interfaithinitiativesbc.org/home/hunger-in-a-harvest-of-plenty/ 
Description:  
 
In a time of  harvest and plenty for most Americans, we pause to reflect on the plight of  
millions of  Americans and tens of  millions of  people throughout the world who go hungry 
each day.  We rededicate ourselves to help solve this crying moral issue and to find ways to 
feed the hungry. 

The Interfaith Initiative of  Santa Barbara welcomes John Teton, Director of  the 
International Food Security Treaty Organization.  His vivid, compelling multi-media talk will 
help us to understand the causes and effects of  this critical hunger crisis and what we can do 
to help solve it.   

Mr. Teton’s presentation is titled “THE INTERFAITH MOONSHOT: The Calling of  the 
IFST Mission to End Hunger” and will include the first large-screen viewing in the USA of  
the 2016 animated short film about the IFST, Thunder Head Clearing, produced by Mr. Teton’s 
Earthlight Pictures with an international crew of  artists. This is the first Santa Barbara area 
presentation of  IFST since a 2001 event at UCSB that drew 400 people. 
 
Representatives from Santa Barbara’s diverse faith community will remind us of  our shared 
religious and spiritual responsibility work with local, national and international organizations 
to eliminate hunger locally and globally.  Local hunger-focused organizations will share their 
materials describing their important efforts. 

Interfaith Presenters and Traditions 

1.    Islam - ImamYama  Niazi, (Islamic Society of  Santa Barbara)  
2.    Christian, Alyssa DeWolf, (First Congregational Church of  Santa Barbara) 
3.    Christian Orthodox, Father Haralambos (Bob) Fox, (St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church)  
4.    Jewish:   Rabbi Steve Cohen, (Congregation B’nai B’rith) 
5.    Buddhist:   Thepo Tulku (Tibetan Buddhist Lama) 
6.    Hindu:   Hymon Johnson (Sathya Sai International Organization) 
7.    Baha'i:  Mollie DeWald (Baha’i Faith in Santa Barbara) 

The program will take place from 6:00 to 8:30 PM on Saturday, October 22, at Congregation 
B’nai B’rith in Santa Barbara. Doors Open at 5:30.  Registration details may be found at 
http://www.interfaithinitiativesbc.org/home/hunger-in-a-harvest-of-plenty/  The public 
and press are welcome.  For more information, contact Audrey Okaneko, 
audrey@cbbsb.org, 805 964-7869.
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